Progress of Medicine." At the present time it seems less needful than usual to summarize the work of the two sessions during which I have had the honour to preside over you, inasmuch as the Society has now returned to its original practice of publishing its Transactions, and each of you possesses, in two handsome volumes, the complete record of all the work that has been brought before us during these two sessions, as well as of the discussions to which that work has given rise. I have therefore thought that it might be more interesting to you, and probably quite as instructive, if I were to give you an account of the progress made, not during the last two sessions only, but during all the period with which I have been connected with the Society. But as the progress in medical science during that period has been so great, that it would be im-possible to review the whole of it in the limited time at my disposal, I shall restrict myself to one or two subjects only, pointing out the influence of this Society in developing the opinions presently held regarding them, and their important bearing on the evolution of medical science, as well as on the wellbeing of mankind.
The first subject I shall take up is Ovariotomy, an operation which has attained a great success in our day, but one which was for the first time discussed in this Society just a year before I joined it. You are aware that the removal of the healthy ovaries from the females of the lower animals, to prevent breeding and secure an early maturity for the purposes of the butcher, has been an operation carried out 
